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School &
Education

Customer Comments & Testimonials

Fiona Killinger describes her school’s soundfield journey ‒
“We are passionate about soundfield systems and we
would not want to be without them”.
“For Parkfields it all started following a visit to the BATOD
conference in 2011. There were workshops highlighting the
improvements to acoustics. Parkfields has a specialist unit for
children with hearing impairments and it was apparent that
everything on show would make a difference to the children and

their ability to access the
curriculum.
Our first practical
experience came at the
end of 2011 when we
opened a new Food
Technology room which
was fitted with a soundfield
system. In this
environment, with fans and
equipment, the difference
was amazing both for
children with hearing
difficulties but also for all
the other children.
Four years on, all

classrooms have a soundfield system. The systems vary from the
IR Classmate in the Labs that need six speakers to the ordinary
classrooms that have Azden IRR-30p with four speakers to the
smaller group rooms that just have the IR Swift stand alone
system. The teachers wear the pendant microphones. The
children use the hand held microphones and the children with
hearing difficulties connect their inspiros to the systems.
Following the Food Tech room, the focus moved on to the main
school hall. It was wonderful once the system was up and
running to see the children, with hearing impairment, at a test
session. It was amazing to see the children’s faces as they clearly
received the words through their aids.
I firmly believe we would have problems if we tried to remove

the systems from
the classrooms. One
teacher asked me
‘how do teachers at
other schools
manage without a
system?’ Teachers
who have moved
on from our school
have been
requesting systems
at their new schools
as they feel they are
an essential
teaching aid.
Teachers have
found that there is far less strain on their voices and suffer from
fewer sore throats. There is less need to repeat themselves and
children can be seated anywhere in the room and still have full
access to the lesson. Curiously, teachers have found that being
able to talk in a quieter, less ‘teacher speak’ voice has led to a
calmer, quieter atmosphere in the classroom.
The children with hearing difficulties have continued access and
neither they, nor the rest of class, lose sound when the teacher
moves around. Those children who are usually distracted, if they
cannot hear everything, remain more ‘on task’.
Meeting rooms or classrooms, the benefit is universal. Parkfields
delivered a presentation to all local Middle School Head Teachers
in the locality, to demonstrate the use and benefits of a
soundfield system. After the session, one of the head teachers
said he always tried to arrive early at meetings because being
‘hard of hearing’ he liked to sit at the front of a room. On this
occasion he had arrived late and was somewhat agitated and
concerned that he would not hear everything that was said as he
had to sit at the back of the room. He wanted to tell everyone
how impressed and relaxed he was at the end of the meeting
having heard clearly throughout the presentation. He now
joined us in being sold on the concept of soundfield systems.”

A hearing impaired student and her teacher
at Parkfields

The Headteacher in the school hall

Case Study: Parkfields Middle School, Toddington

"I have beenusing the sound system for fourmonths in my classroom and have found it an
extremely useful teaching aid. Throughout my

teaching career I have suffered with losing my voice but
since using the sound system my voice is no longer strained

as you do not need to project to be heard by all children in the
classroom. The sound system enables all children 
to be able to hear you no matterwhere they are in the classroom.This has improved my class’sattention span as they are able tohear all my instructions clearlyand has limited the amount ofquestions they ask about whatis expected of them.” Mrs Emma JonesRedwood Primary School

"Would be

delighted to be a reference

you can use for other schools. You

guys have been brilliant – from initial

visit, to the trial, to the installation and

the care you've shown afterwards when a

few things didn't quite work! I've been

really impressed – so thank you too!!” 

Mr Ben Arnell, Headteacher

Grove Road Primary School

s05a - Soundfield - Classroom - 73-95 v3  03/06/2015  17:36  Page 83


